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What’s your favourite colour 
combination? 
I don’t have a favourite colour combination.  
But what I love are the endless possibilities 
of combining colours. It is about how 
colours are combined, the overall balance 
and the mood you want to create as well as 
working with different colours in a space 
with its own light. Right now, I am drawn 
to beaten bronze tones with rich inky blues 
and a splash of vibrant magenta. For a 
calmer palette I adore soft corals, eau d’nil 
with greys, and neutrals. 

Where’s the best place to go 
furniture shopping?
We customise our own furniture so 
obviously E&A is highly recommended!  
But we also like to pick up unusual finds 
and give them an E&A twist. So we love a 
bit of ‘up-scaling’ such as a vintage chair 
that you can re-spray and reupholster in an 
ikat or vibrant velvet. We love rummaging 
around Hock Siong & Co for a bargain 
chair. For modern and vintage industrial 
chic try Fred Lives Here. 

What trends have you noticed are 
popular right now? 
Malachite finishes, gem colours combined 
with copper and wood tones, global azteck 
and tribal prints are big. However, I tend 
to just use trends as an accent for a one 
off piece such as an amazing suzani (an 
embroidered, decorative tribal textile often 
made in countries in Central Asia) fabric on 
the back of a chair or an ottoman that will 
create that wow statement. 

What motivated you to start your 
own company?
After being in the interior design 
industry for almost 15 years working 
across Europe and Asia, it was a natural 
progression to start my own business. 
Meeting Elizabeth was perfect as we 
both have a passion for textiles and 
decorating, and a similar vision of 
what we wanted to do. We love what we 
do and although working for yourself 
can be stressful at times, it is very 
rewarding. Each day is different and it 
never feels like work.

Tell us a bit about the textiles. 
We have cherry picked boutique fabric 
collections from the US and Europe which 
haven’t been seen in Asia before. We 
have an incredible library of fabrics and 
wallpapers and have a fresh approach to 
design and decorating inspired by British, 
European, US, African and  
Asian influences. 

What are some of the brands that 
you carry?
We have around 30 different fabric 
and wallpaper suppliers such as Nicky 

Haslam, Peter Fasano, Peter Dunham, 
Galbraith & Paul, Vanderhurd, Blithfield, 
John Stefanidis to name just a few. 

How do you choose which brands to 
carry?
E&A specialises in artisanal fabrics and 
wallpapers from England, France, Italy, 
Belgium and America. We have a huge 
passion for prints so you will find an 
extremely diverse selection, many of which 
are blocked or screen printed by hand. 
Many of the designs are borne out of a 
passion for preserving the artisan culture 
of weave and print. 

What’s the best design advice you’ve 
ever received?
There are no rules and surround yourself 
with what you truly love. 

What’s the hardest space to design?
I don’t really think in those terms – some 
rooms take longer to plan and design such 
as a kitchen. This is more challenging due 
to ever-evolving technology and having 
to take into account factors such as the 
distance to carry a hot pan whilst still 
making the space look beautiful! 

Headboard upholstered in ‘Bird’ 
fabric from Galbraith & Paul.

Vanderhurd cushions from a 
selection available exclusively  
at E&A Interiors.

‘Popodoms’ fabrics by 
Jennifer Shorto bring 
geometric fun to any space.

Chloe’s tips for  
easy styling

1. a piece of mirror used 
on top of a bedside table 
adds instant luxe.

2. hang a beautiful 
piece of fabric from a 
bamboo pole behind the 
bed to create a draped 
headboard effect. 

3. a roll of wallpaper can 
have many uses – paper 
the back of shelves or the 
inside of a lampshade.   

4. stretch a piece of fabric 
over a canvas to create 
your own art.  

5. spray-paint metal 
shelves in bronze to add a 
touch of glamour. 

“It is about how colours are combined, the overall balance 
and the mood you want to create as well as  

working with different colours in a space with its own light.”
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Fabric of Life
A rich appreciation for textiles and an intrinsic 
feel for materiality and colour put designer and 
stylist Chloe Elkerton on the right path. 

Chloe Elkerton has a great eye for design. One only needs to look at the 
swatches of fabrics that the co-founder of E&A Interiors pulls out to show 
us – rich fuschia paired with the softest pastels, bold brassy prints and 
unexpected colour clashes. 

Chloe, together with her business partner Elizabeth Acland, recently 
set up the business to offer a range of design services – interior design, 
styling, furniture design and most significantly, the supply of textiles, 
most of which come from exclusive textile brands previously not found in 
Singapore. We speak to Chloe to find out more about the business and get 
her to divulge some styling secrets. 
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